Spontaneous splenorenal shunt in a patient with liver cirrhosis and hypertrophic caudal lobe.
Spontaneous splenorenal shunt is a rare condition, sometimes causing complications in cirrhotic patients. We report a 30-year old man with liver cirrhosis, hypertrophic caudal lobe and spontaneous splenorenal shunt. Real-time and color Doppler ultrasonography evidenced enlarged caudal lobe (130 x 95 mm) with direct veins draining into dilated inferior cava vein (diameter 25 mm, flow 52 cm/sec). In the left renal hilus a large vein with a flow typical for portal vein system was found, velocity 25-37 cm/sec. Indirect splenoportography noticed splenomegaly, dilated lienal and portal vein with hepatopetal blood flow, perisplenic varices, and large spontaneous splenorenal shunt. Whole inferior caval vein was dilated, while hepatic veins were intact. Hemodynamic consequences of this large shunt were dilation of inferior cava vein with hyperkinetic systemic flow, and secondary hypertrophy of liver caudal lobe.